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Civic Engagement to Achieve Health Equit
and Grow the Fair Health Movement

Panway Neighborhood Improvement Association
Letter to Commissioner Barbot
Page 2

It is this type of information and learning more about these Health In All Policies that exist elsewhere that could
improve our lot in the neighborhoods in the trenches so to speak. It would also mean not having to remain so
vigilant constantly under stress around what next is going to happen to us, that otherwise seems beyond our
control. And yet you just feel compelled to get involved because our future is at stake, so you risk your health and
well-being to support the collective good. Michael assures me that the larger team will not only hold our hand
through this process, but expose us to other resources like Ryan's work both in your department, and nationwide.
He also shares that they are excited about your interests in supporting efforts such as our current one, beyond the
typical information and screenings and the like which we of course have seen much of, and continue to support. It
just seems that those types of activities don’t seem to make a difference, while controlling what comes in our
neighborhood and the empowerment that supports among residents really, really would. It definitely combats a
feeling of powerlessness, and neglect that we often feel even as we struggle to support our community. We have sg
many positive things going on from the new grocery store (Shoppers) which has changed health possibilities and
diets for many, to the new athletic field at Coppin State University which is open to the public. Finally, we have
someone who has expressed interest in using community gardens on a current vacant City owned lot to increase
community togetherness and specifically designed to combat gangs through using gang intervention specialists
along with community garden planners. It just seems we can never get on the offense, because we are always on
defense. But with continued and increased support we can change that.

We hope to meet you at one of our future meeting or screening. Welcome to Baltimore and please let me know if
we can count on you for support for any and all the things we’ve mentioned here.

Sincerely,

Wanda Frccland

Wanda Freeland
President

Supporters:

Barbara Dandy Anderson, President, New Auchentoroly Terrace Neighborhood Association
Jacqueline Caldwell, President, Whittier-Monroe Neighborhood Community Association
Sandra Almond-Cooper, President, Mondawmin Neighborhood Improvement Association
Adeline Hutchinson, President, Robert W. Coleman Community Organization

Henry Kenny, President, Fulton Heights Neighborhood Association
Selwyn Knight, President, Liberty Square Neighborhood Association 2
Connie Smith, President, Parkway Community Association




Civic Engagement to Achieve Health Equit
and Grow the Fair Health Movement

Our community sometimes seems under constant attack from an onslaught of unhealthy
things. We fight them, only to have them come back reincarnated a few months later.
For instance we just defeated someone trying to put a liquor store in a location less than
300 feet from an elementary school and its athletic field; and then, two months later
another individual tried to put a fried chicken store in the same location. We are asking
for your support in fighting with us to prevent any future establishments such as these
from trying to open in our community.

pretty straight forward and encouraging. Thanks to that information, and the other being
shared on what other communities are doing, we know we are not crazy, or alone in this
struggle and that other communities have not only faced this struggle nationally but have
devised ways to fight it in a way that doesn’t require constant vigilance, and the stress

that accompanies it.
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Many Baltimore residents live In communitie

with a lack of access to healthy foods and ¢

saturation of places that sell unhealthy foods
which makes it hard to eat healthy

Fast Food Density by Community Poverty Level,
Baltimore City, 2009
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Many Baltimore residents live In communitie

with a lack of access to healthy foods and ¢

saturation of places that sell unhealthy foods
which makes it hard to eat healthy

Carryout Density by Community Poverty Level,
Baltimore City, 2009

w
-
c
[T
2
]
'
o
o
Qo
o
o
i
.
'
=1
w
'y

Stor

15-25% 10-15%

Percent of Families in Poverty 7



Fastfood Locations and Carryout Density by CSA
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BCHD Office of Epidemiology and Planning analysis of City food permit data, updated June 2009,
Carryout density calculated using CSA populations based on 2000 Census.



